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“I am thy Mother and thy servant, | beseech thee to build indestructible
habitations of light for those who shall celebrate commemorations of me,
and shall build Churches in my name, that the hungry be fed, the sick
nourished and the infants cared for”. 2013-4 a Christmas and New year
Prayer.
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Speech to Emperor Haile Selassie §

V —THE PRAYER WHICH THE VIRGIN MADE
ON THE MOUNTAIN OF GOLGOTHA,
WHICH 1S THE TOMB OF OUR LORD ON
THE 2ist DAY OF THE MONTH SANE
(JUNE 26TH)

[For the Ethiopic text see Brit. Mus. MS. Harl. 5471
and Fol.89f.and Add.No.16,288(DiLLMANN, Catalogus,
Nos. LIII and LIX) and Brit. Mus. MS. Orient,
No. 639 (WricHT, Catalogue, No. LXXXV, p. 52).
For a French translation, see Basset, op. cit., p. 111.]

“My Lord and my God, my Son and my King,
Jesus CarisT, Who of Thine own free will wast born
of me, Who didst suck milk from my breasts, Whom
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the heavens cannot contain, Whom the bounds of
the world cannot confine, Whom the earth cannot
carry, Whose hand the space of the abyss, and the
depths of the sea, and the rain-floods cannot fill,
Whom the angels and the powers of heaven cannot
draw nigh, my Son and my King, I, Mary Thy
mother, Thy servant, beseech and make supplication
to Thee. I carried Thee in my womb for nine months
and five days. Thou hast dwelt in my body, Thou
hast sucked milk from my breasts and hath lived upon
my milk for three years, and I carried Thee on my
back for five years. Remember, O Lord, that I have
gone about with Thee for thirty years, and that I
fled with Thee from one country to another when
Herop wanted to slay Thee. Hear my prayer, O
my Lord, and my petition, O my Lord, my God.
Remember, Lord, that I carried Thee in my womb
for nine months and five days, and remember that
Thou hast sojourned in my body. Remember, Lord,
that I gave birth to Thee in Bethlehem during the .
season of ice and snow. Remember, Lord, that I
left my country and went about with Thee from one
country to another. Remember, Lord, my exile in a
foreign land, and how I suffered hunger, and thirst,
and wretchedness. Is there not reason for entreating
Thee on behalf of the sinners as well as for the righteous
who have celebrated my commemoration? My Lord,
hearken to the prayer and petition which I set before
me that Thou wouldst hear my words of entreaty
and fulfil all that is in my heart this day [I beseech
Thee] to send unto me forthwith twelve angels of
mercy who shall tarry with me, and fulfil all that is
in my heart, and the petitions for acts of grace which

my lips make to Thee.
1 .
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I beesech Thee, O my Son and beloved One by
Gop, "hy Father, Who was with Thee before the
creation of the world.

I beseech Thee, by Carist, Thy name which was
with Thee before the creation of the heavens and the
earth and of the angels and men, and of the sun,
moon and stars, and before the night was separated
from the day. ‘

I beseech Thee by the Paraclete, the Holy Ghost,
Who hath come forth from the Father, and Who
proceedeth from Thee, and Who wast with the Father
and the Son before the star of the evening, and the
star of the morning made their appearance. |

I beseech Thee by [my] womb wherein I carried
Thee for nine months and five days.

I beseech Thee by [my] bosom, O my beloved Son,
whereon Thou didst lie.

I beseech Thee, O my beloved Son, by [my] breasts
which Thou didst suck for three years.

I beseech Thee by [my] back which hath carried
Thee for five years.

I beseech Thee, O my beloved Son, by the hunger
and thirst which I suffered for Thy sake when we
fled from HErOD and went into the land of Egypt.

I beseech Thee by the tears which gushed from my
eyes and fell on Thy glorious Flesh.

I beseech Thee by the mouth which kissed Thee.

I beseech Thee by the tongue which spake with Thee.

I beseech Thee by my ears which heard Thy
gracious words.

I beseech Thee by my feet which walked with Thee
for four and twenty years.

I beseech Thee by the bed on which Thou didst
sleep.
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I beseech Thee by the clothes wherein Thou was
wrapped, O fire of the Deity.

I beseech Thee by MicHAEL, the angel of Thy
wisdom. | S

I beseech Thee by GABRIEL, the envoy of Thy birth,
who announced to me the glad tidings that I was to
bear Thee.

I beseech Thee by RaPHAEL, the angel of mercy.

I beseech Thee by URrIEL, the angel of protection
and salvation. ‘

I beseech Thee by SapAkivAL, the comforter of the
sorrowful. ; | | '

I beseech Thee by SALATYAL, the righteous and just.

I beseech Thee by ’ANANYAL, the angel of mercy.

I beseech Thee by the Four Beasts, each having
six wings and many eyes, who bear Thy throne.
I beseech Thee by the Four-and-twenty sages of
heaven who glorify Thee and burn incense before Thy
throne.

I beseech Thee by the Ninety-nine Orders of angels
who serve Thee.

I beseech Thee by the ten thousand angels on Thy
right hand.

I beseech Thee by the ten thousand angels on Thy
left hand.

I beseech Thee by the ten thousand angels who
stand before Thee.

I beseech Thee by the ten thousand angels who
stand behind Thee.

I beseech Thee by the tens of thousands of tens of
thousands of angels who surround Thee.

I beseech Thee by the vast spaciousness of the

heavens. :
I beseech Thee by the great extent of the earth.
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I beseech Thee by the angels of the clouds.

I beseech Thee by the angels of the sun and moon.

I beseech Thee by the angels of the hills and
moaantains, who were in being before their abodes
were created.

I beseech Thee by the angels of fire.

I beseech Thee by the heavens, which are Thy
throne.

I beseech Thee by the earth, Thy footstool.

I beseech Thee by Jerusalem, Thy. city.

I beseech Thee by Mount Tabor, whereon were
transfigured Thy Form and Similitude.

I beseech Thee by Mount Zion.

I beseech Thee by the Mount of Olives, the door of
Thy kingdom.

I beseech Thee by JorN, who baptized Thee.

I beseech Thee by Thy Holy Spirit.

I beseech Thee by Thy Holy Cross.

I beseech Thee by the nails [driven through] Thy
hands and feet. |

I beseech Thee by Thy holy Body and glorious
Blood.

I beseech Thee by Thy Passion and Death.

I beseech Thee by Thy dwelling in the bowels of
the earth for three days and three nights.

I beseech Thee by Thy entrance among the dead.

I beseech Thee by Thy descent into Sheol.

I beseech Thee by Thy Resurrection from the dead
on the third day.

I beseech Thee by Thy Ascension into heaven with
great glory.

I beseech Thee by Thy Second Coming.

I beseech Thee by the flame of Thy throne.

I beseech Thee by the exaltedness of Thy abode.
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I beseech Thee by Thy years which never end.

I beseech Thee by Iy®’él, Thy name which over-
came the Enemy. |

I beseech Thee by Thy name Tada’él, which the
Enemy could not overcome.

I beseech Thee by Thy name Séka.

I beseech Thee by 'Egzi’abehér, Thy name before
the creation of the world.

I beseech Thee by Thy hidden name, which cannot
be uttered.

I beseech Thee by Thy revealed name, which is
unknown ( ?).

I beseech Thee by SADOR.

I beseech Thee by ’ALADOR.

I beseech Thee by ’ADERA.

I beseech Thee by DANAT.

1 beseech Thee by RODAs.

I beseech Thee by SIDA’EL.

I beseech Thee, O my beloved Son, to dwell with
me, that the gates of the prisons may open of them-
selves, that the power of the devils may be removed
from every place wherein they are, that the powers of
darkness may be expelled, that the abodes of idols
may become like water [courses], that all the temples
of false gods may be laid waste, that their images
may be broken in pieces, that all idols may be smashed,
and that all the power of darkness may be destroyed.
And I would that all the bonds of sin may be undone.
And let all those who have had faith in this prayer
be delivered from sin and set free by the voice of
Thy heavenly Father, and by Thy saving voice, and
by the voice of the Paraclete, the Holy Spirit, whose
mouth (sic) is sharper than the razor (knife?), which
separateth one root from another, and the soul from
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the bedy. O my beloved Son, 1 heseech and entreat
Thee to hearken unto the words of my prayer, and
to co.ie with me, and fulfil eve-ything which is in
my heart.” :

When our Lady, the Virgin Mary, had thus spoken,
the earth quaked, the rocks split asunder, the tombs
revealed themselves, and the doors that were shut
opened of themselves; and the Twelve Ranks of
angels, following their captains, came down from
heaven. And with them there came our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Curist, Who had with Him ten
thousand times ten thousand angels, ten thousand
on His right hand, ten thousand on His left hand,
ten thousand before Him, and ten thousand behind
Him. There were Seven Lights before Him, and
Seven Lights behind Him, and Fourteen Lights,
which were brighter than ten thousand suns and
moons, before His face. -

At the sight of these our Lady Mary was seized
with great fear, and she fell down upon the ground
as one dead. Then our Lord and Saviour JESUS
CurisT stretched out His hand, and raising her up
made her to stand before Him. And He said, * My
mother, what hath happened? Why weepest thou?
—thou who didst carry me in thy womb and on thy
back. What hath frightened thee and terrified thee
so greatly that thou hast fallen to the ground?”
The blessed Virgin answered and said unto her beloved
Son, “I have never before seen Thee thus. I who
have carried Thee in a mortal body now see Thee
[enveloped] in a mighty power of fire. Formerly when
I saw Thee Thou hadst the form of a man, but now I
see Thee having a terrifying and mighty appearance.”

Our Lord answered and said unto her, “ 0O my
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mother, who didst carry me in thy womb for nine
months and five days, who didst carry me on thy
back and didst feed me with the milk of thy breasts,
sweeter than honey and sugar, whiter than the milk
[of other women], flowing more freely than the water
of the Garden of Eden, what can I do for thee? For
what work hast thou called me, O MarY, my mother ?
What petition can I grant? What canIdo for thee ?
And the blessed Virgin said unto her beloved Son,

““ My beloved Son, my Lord Jesus CurisT, my God,
my Saviour, and my King! Thou art my hope, my
asylum, my strength; in Thee do I put my trust.
I was strengthened by Thee when I was in the womb
of my mother, and Thou didst protect me therein,
and of Thee will I make mention at all times and for
ever. And Thou wast born of me by Thine own free-
will, and with the permission of Thy Father and the
Holy. Spirit. Now, O Lord, hearken Thou unto my
prayer and petition, and incline Thine ears to the
words which my mouth shall utter. I am Thy
mother and Thy servant, I beseech Thee to build
indestructible habitations of light for those who shall
" celebrate commemorations of me, and shall build
churches in my name. Do Thou array in the apparel
 of the heavenly marriage feast, and dress in the
panoply of justice, which shall not wear out, which
is fair to look upon and hath not been made by
human hands, the man who shall clothe a naked
man in my name.  Visit with Thy mercy and com-
passion the man who shall visit the poor in my name.
Set Thou at Thy heavenly table, O Lord, the man
who shall feed him that is hungry and give drink to
the thirsty in my name. Make Thou to drink of the
_ river of the water of life which floweth in the Garden
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of Eden the man who shall nourish him that is
famished in my name. Comfort Thou him that com-
forteth the suffering one in my name, and comfort
him when his soul shall depart from his body. Lord,
make to rejoice the man who cheereth him that is
sad, and set him among all the saints who please Thee
and fulfil Thy will. Write Thou in the Book of Life,
with a pen of gold, the name of him that writeth this
book, or who hath a copy thereof made. Bestow
Thou, O Lord, upon the man who suspendeth this
prayer from his neck a reward, the like of which the
eye of man hath never seen, nor the ear of man hath
never heard of, nor the heart of man hath ever
imagined.

I beseech and entreat Thee, Lord, to deliver from
Hell every one who believeth on me. Make him
that shall sing my praises on the day of my festival,
to hear the songs of the celestial choirs of angels.”

And the Lord said unto her, ¢ It shall be even as
thou sayest. I will build habitations of light, and
give a glorious seat in the kingdom of the heavens,
and obtain the grace of my Father and the Holy
Spirit for him that shall build a church dedicated to
thee. '

The man who shall visit the sick in thy name I
will visit when he is sick and prostrate on his bed.
When he departeth from this fleeting world 1 will
not make him to drink .of the bitterness of the cup of
death, and I will never forsake him until he hath
arrived in the kingdom of heaven. If evil spirits
essay to seize him, I will be his defender on the day
of his tribulation.

The man who hath clothed the naked in thy name,
I will array in the invisible apparel of life, which will
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neither fray nor wear out, and I will crown him with
an eternal and everlasting crown.

The man who hath given bread to the starving in
thy name I will feed on the bread which is not made
with human hands.

The man who hath given drink to the thirsty in
thy name I will make to drink a cup of the water of
life which bubbleth up in the Garden of Eden, and
which is sweeter than honey and sugar.

The man who hath comforted the afflicted in thy
name will I comfort when he is a sufferer from grief
and pain. |

The man who hath made the sad to be cheerful
through thee I will make to rejoice in my kingdom
and in that of my heavenly Father.

"I will write in the Book of Life the name of him
that shall have caused to be written, or shall himself
write, the praises of thee.

I will light in the kingdom of heaven for the man
who hath given a lamp [to a church dedicated to thee]
a lamp which shall shine seven times brighter than
the sun in the kingdom of heaven [and be], like unto
the moon [Isaiah xxx. 26].

I will grant My favour before beings celestial and
beings terrestrial to the man who shall give thy name
to his daughter.

The place wherein this prayer is, or where thy
name is invoked, or where the image of thee is set
up, or where a commemoration of thee is celebrated,
shall not be approached by the powers of evil spirits;
and all the filthy hosts of darkness and the spirits
that work evil shall flee far therefrom.

The might of the Enemy shall neither attack nor
prevail over the man who carrieth this prayer. The
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evil spirits shall not come nigh unto him, and no
foul or filthy spirit, and no spirit of the night or day,
whether they make themselves visible by a thrust of
a thorn, or by a stamp of the feet; or by a dream by
night or by day; or by the impurity (?) of bread,
or by the foulness (?) of water or wine; or by drunken-
ness or wrath, whether it be by sickness or headache,
or toothache, or by a foul mouth or pain of the
heart; or by small-pox or by disease in the hands and
feet; or by deadly fever or by a running cold; or by
stomach-ache or by shivering; on sea or on land,
among trees or rocks, or fire or water; by arrogance
or pleasure, or merry-making or hatred; by the
howlings of wild beasts or the cries of the birds; by
the heat of the sun or the chill of ice and snow; by
blasts of wind, by the bites of dogs and snakes and
cobras and scorpions; by the blazing of fire and the
~ flowing of blood; whether it be in the darkness of the
night or in the light of day, none of these spirits shall
attack the man who carrieth this prayer, and the
evil eye shall pass him by. If a man reciteth this
prayer thieves of grain shall not come nigh unto his
fields to steal wheat or barley or any other crop.
Even so shall it be in the case of the wild animals
which attack by day or by night, and if they come
upon him they shall not be able to harm him; and
even so shall it be in the case of hail storms and the
attacks of grasshoppers [locusts and such-like], for
none of the above-mentioned evils can draw nigh to
the man who carrieth this prayer. All those who
carry this prayer shall be protected from murrain in
his cattle, and drought, and disastrous capture [of
beasts?]. And I will save him that carrieth this
prayer from every calamity, and every kind of suffer-
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ing, and he shall escape fatal illness. If he be attacked
by a disease that can be cured I will heal him quickly,
and if he hath committed sins they shall be forgiven
him. If his disease is incurable I will send to him -
angels of light who shall carry his soul to a place of
light and bring it to me; the bad angels shall not go
near him, and the spirits of evil that dwell in the
Third Heaven shall not lay claim to him. I will lay
claim to him and will be his guide on the day of his
trouble, and I will go with him to my Father and the
Paraclete. And with Me shall come the Twelve
Ranks of angels wearing collars of gold, and bearing
censers, and wearing rings of gold and rich apparel,
and crowns of gold and spikenard in the form of the
rainbow, some made of fire and some of lightning,
into the Fifth Heaven, to receive the man who carrieth
this prayer. I will take him upon my breast, and I
will make him to traverse [in safety] the sea of fire,
and I will bring him before my throne. When the
hosts of heaven see him they shall utter cries of joy,
and they will wave their wings and strike the ground
with their feet, and rejoice over him that hath carried
this prayer.

O, my Mother, didst thou not comprehend what
I spake in my Gospel, saying, If a man who hath one
hundred sheep loseth one of them, will he not leave the
ninety-and-nine in the desert and go and seek the sheep
which is lost? And when he findeth the sheep, he
taketh it up upon his shoulders, and rejoiceth over it
more than over the ninety-and-nine which he hath not
lost. Then he calleth his friends and neighbours and
saith unto them, Rejoice with me, for I have found the
sheep which was lost. Verily I say unto you, there
shall be more joy in heaven over one sinner who
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repenteth than over ninety-and-nine righteous men

who do not need repentance (Luke xv. 4-7). All the
~ celestial hosts shall rejoice over him that hath carried
this prayer. When his soul shall go forth from his
body and he shall depart from this fleeting world, I
will bring him to my holy mountain {Isaiah lvi. 7),
and I will make him to be acceptable to my Father.
Mercy, compassion, grace and everlasting gladness
shall be where this prayeris. The places where this
prayer is recited shall be free from the plague, and
pestilence, and deadly diseases of every kind, no
matter what their names may be. I will bless him
that carrieth this prayer, and his wife, and his children,
and all his possessions, [and I will grant to-him] every-
thing which he shall ask in thy name by this prayer
and by this writing whether he ‘washeth, or invoketh
aid [against evil spirits], or drinketh, or lowereth his
‘voice, or sprinkleth water in his house with a pure
heart, and a right faith, doubting nothing. I will
consider his prayer forthwith, and I will grant him his
heart’s desire. MicHAEL and GABRIEL shall go to him
and minister unto him wheresoever he may be; and
all the hosts of angels shall come and watch over
carefully him that shall carry this prayer. O my
mother, thou Virgin Mary, who didst give Me birth, I
thy partner hereby give thee everything, and I bestow
upon thee glory both in the heavens and upon the
earth.”

And the blessed Virgin asked Him, saying, *‘ Dost
Thou say this, O my Son?” And the Lord JEsus
replied, I swear unto thee, and I will not lie unto
thee;, O MaRrY, my mother. I swear unto thee by
Gop, my Father, by Carist, which is my name; by
the Paraclete, the Holy Spirit; by MicHAEL, the angel



APPE! DIX - - 125

of my wisdom; by GABRIEL, who announced my
birth; by the Four Beasts with six wings and
many eyes who carry my throne; by the Four-and-
twenty sages, who cense my throne and praise the
glory of my Being; by the ten thousand angels who
staad at my right hand; by the ten thousand who
staad at my left hand; by the ten thousand who are
before me; by the ten thousand who are behind me;
by the tens of thousands of tens of thousands of angels
and by the ten thousand who watch; by the first
ApaM, my first-born; by ABEL, and SETH, and
CaiNaN, and MaHALALEEL, and ENocH, and YARED,
and MeTHUSELAH, and Noan, with whom I made a
covenant in the heavens and on the earth, saying, ‘I
will never again destroy the earth by the waters of a
Flood’ (Gen. ix. 11, 15). I swear unto thee by
MELCHISEDEK my priest and my type; by ABRAHAM,
my beloved; by Isaac, my servant; by Jacos, my
holy one, in whom I planted twelve branches; by
Jupan, by Prarez, by BenjamiN, by Levi, by
IssacHAR; by the people of the Twelve Tribes of
IsraEL; by all the holy and righteous Fathers; and
by Enxocr and by Erisam, the writers of my com-
- mandments. I swear unto thee by thy pure bowels
" wherein I dwelt for nine months and five days; by
thy breasts whereat I drank milk which was sweeter
than honey and sugar, and whiter than the water of
Eden. I swear unto thee by the one hundred and
forty thousand children of Bethlehem which HEROD
had slain for my sake; and by the fifteen prophets who
have proclaimed my kingdom; and by my envoys the
Twelve Apostles; and by all my disciples who
sacrificed their lives for my sake; by the heavens, my
dwelling-place, and by the earth whereon my feet rest;
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by the nine-and-ninety Ranks of angels; by the flame
of fire of my veil; by the heights of heaven which are
my habitation; by the shedding of my blood and by
the sorrow of my death; by my sojourn for three days
in the womb of the earth; by my descent into hell;
by my going forth from the tomb; by any resurrection
from the dead on the third day; by my ascension into
heaven; by my second coming in great glory; by
my holy Body; by my holy Blood; by Jerusalem [the
city] set free; by Sion decorated with glory; by the
Sabbath of the Christians whereon I was born, and
baptized, and revealed my Resurrection for life and
salvation; by the Holy Church, the bride adorned;
by Mount Sion; by the Mount of Olives, the door of
my Kingdom; by Golgotha, my tomb; by Mount
Tabor, my abode, whereon my Transfiguration took
place; by the Christian Church, my Bride; and by
thy white and shining form. By all these things I
swear unto thee, O Virgin MaryY, my mother, who
didst bring me into the world, that I will not deceive
thee by my promise, that my word to thee shall not
prove a lie, and that I will never forget the declarations
which I have made unto thee. If a shrine be built
and dedicated to thy name, I will dwell therein and
will accept the sweet savour of its offerings as I
accepted those of ABEL, the righteous man.”

- The blessed Virgin answered and said unto Him,
‘“ Blessed be Thou as are Thy Father and the Holy
Spirit, O Thou Who hast granted unto me all these
things of Thine own free will. Praise be unto Thee,
O Lord, and glory be to Thy Kingdom, and to the life-
giving Spirit. Praise be unto Thee, O heavenly

Father, now and always and for ever and ever.
‘Amen.”’
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Our Lord, having finished His converse with His
mother, gave her the salutation of peace, and went up
into heaven with great glory. And the Virgin went
back to her house with great joy, and she praised Gop,
saying, ‘* Blessed be Thou, O Lord. May Thy name
be blessed and glorified,- with Thy Father and Holy
Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen.”
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Thank you for your letter of 24 June about the distribution of resource material to schools and
colleges.

The Government does not normally endorse or distribute materials to schools. It is, of course,
open to you to seek to interest local education authorities, schools and colleges in any
materials you produce.

The manuscripts you describe may be relevant in history and religious education. In history,
pupils may have the opportunity to study these events as part of the compulsory study unit for
11-14 year olds called 'Britain 1750 - circa 1900". As you may know, the content of religious
education is determined locally and, in most schools, is provided in accordance with the LEA's
agreed syllabus. Such syllabuses must ‘reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great
Britain are in the main Christian whilst taking account of the teaching and practices of the other
principal religions represented in Great Britain'.
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